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It’s that time of the year when we get together with family 
and friends and enjoy good food, gifts and joy. Let’s also 
take time this holiday season to celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas by glorifying the One who gave it all. A child was 
born in humble circumstances and his sacrificial death reflected 
the same, however, both were significant for humanity. Without 
the death of Christ, salvation isn’t possible. So without His 
birth, neither is it possible. Jesus coming to Earth that night 
changed everything and it’s a moment we should celebrate 
with all our hearts. 
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AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

Church Calendar 
0900 – Sunday Church Service 
6:00pm – Mondays, Bible Study (ZOOM) 
6:00pm – Wednesdays, Sunday School 
Study (ZOOM) 
 December 21 – First day of winter 
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 
2021 

Community Events 
Harrison County School District Break 

Dec 17 – Jan 3, 2022 – School Resumes 
Jan 4, 2022 

 
National Events 

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2021 
Christmas Day, December 25, 2021 

Mark Your 
Calendar 



Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called,  
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

– Romans 8:30 

 

Our Greatest Need 
 
 
 

Our greatest need 
If our greatest need had been information, 

God would have sent us an educator. 
 

If our greatest need had been technology, 
God would have sent us a scientist. 

 
If our greatest need had been money, 

God would have sent us an economist. 
 

If our greatest need had been pleasure, 
God would have sent us an entertainer. 

 
But our greatest need was forgiveness and 

acceptance, 
so God sent us a Savior. 

 
—Author unknown 

 
 

 
 
The Christmas Heart 
 
“Let us remember that the Christmas 
heart is a giving heart, a wide open heart 
that thinks of others first. The birth of the 
baby Jesus stands as the most significant 
event in all history because it has meant 
the pouring into a sick world of the 
healing medicine of love which has 
transformed all manner of hearts for 
almost 2,000 years … underneath all the 
bulging bundles is this beating Christmas 
heart.” 
 
—George Matthew Adams 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS HEART 
 
 
 



Peace on Earth  
Spreading the Joy of Christmas 
 
 
We hear the Christmas message of 
Good will to all on Earth, 
And long for harmony and peace 
To spread and share their worth. 
 
But where might harmony’s roots grow? 
Could frozen hearts thaw out like snow? 
Can we respect both friend and foe? 
Is love a blessing we will sow? 
 
Let’s not keep nursing ancient wrongs, 
But live with faith our Christmas songs. 
Forgive and love unboundedly. 
Let peace begin with you and me. 
 
—Peggy Ferrell, Poems and Prayers 
 
 

 
 

Three Trees 
 
According to legend, three trees grew near 
Jesus’ manger: an olive tree, a palm tree and 
the fir. The olive offered its fruit to the 
newborn king, and the palm tree gave its 
dates. 
 
The poor fir, having nothing to give but 
worship, raised its boughs in adoration, and 
the angels hung stars on its branches. So the 
fir became the first Christmas tree. 
 
 

 
 

 
The account of the candy cane’s origins 
circulates every Christmas season and is 
more likely a fun story than historical fact. 
No matter; tales often contain truth. This 
tasty treat can convey important elements 
of our Christian faith. 
 
The stripes remind us of the heart of 
Christmas, our Savior, Jesus: white for his 
purity; red for his blood shed on the cross. 
The candy cane resembles the curved staffs 
of the shepherds — the first people to visit 
the Christ-Child and worship at the manger. 
And when the cane is turned upside down, 
it becomes a letter J, for “Jesus.” 
 
Indeed, Jesus turns our lives upside down 
and inverts our presumptions: A poor baby 
born in a stable becomes King of kings and 
Lord of lords; enemies aren’t for hating but 
loving; blessings aren’t for hoarding but 
sharing; the world works for war, but Jesus 
calls us to live in peace; giving is better 
than receiving; sinners are made saints; and 
death is conquered as God grants us eternal 
life. 

A TALE OF THE CANDY 
CANE 



 
 

Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we 
may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the 
shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. 
-Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the 
world. Let kindness come with every gift, and good desires 
with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the blessing 
which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear 
hearts. 
-May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy 
children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with 
grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen! 
—Robert Louis Stevenson 

Christmas Prayer 

This is the Town 
Bethlehem by 
PamFord Davis 
 

‘This is the city (Los Angeles).’ 
Sergeant Joe Friday simultaneously informed 
and entertained television viewers. 
Audiences vicariously walked crowded streets 
and down dark alleys of the highly populated 
city. 
I can almost hear Gospel writer Matthew… 
‘This is the town (Bethlehem).’ 
“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 
For out of you shall come a Ruler 
Who will shepherd My people Israel (Matthew 
2:6 NKJV).’ ” 
Matthew knew the Old Testament Scriptures 
and prophecy. 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
Though you are little among the thousands of 
Judah, 
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 
The One to be Ruler in Israel, 
Whose goings forth are from of old, 
From everlasting (Micah 5:2 NKJV).” 
This is the town; Bethlehem (interpreted as 
house of bread). 
Did Mary know? She knew Jesus was the long 
awaited Messiah. 
Her son, God’s Son was the bread of life! 
“And Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. 
He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he 
who believes in Me shall never thirst (John 6:35 
NKJV).” 
 
 
Article Source: http://www.faithwriters.com-
CHRISTIAN WRITERS 
 
 
 

 
 
Evergreen Tree 
 
These trees, which keep their green leaves year-
round, are symbolic of Christmas, eternal life and 
God’s everlasting love. In the Bible, evergreen 
trees are called the “cedars of Lebanon,” 
suggesting growth (Psalm 92:12), height (Amos 
2:9), fragrance (Hosea 14:6) and steadfast faith. 

 


